
[bookmark: _GoBack]Francois Hollande once said; “we have a single mission: to protect and hand over the planet to the next generation.” Instead we choose to bulldoze the Earth, living amongst our own filth, every particle of carbon emission a product of our own greed. Rusty Eric put it best: as long as greed is stronger than compassion, there will always be suffering. Humankind is a queer species - we choose to put greed above need, profit over people, the rule of gold above the golden rule, we shun intelligence and reward ignorance. We live in a strange world where more attention is paid to Vine videos and Tiktoks, than to the global crisis that engulfs us at this moment; climate change.

The word climate change and global warming might put some people to sleep, so maybe instead we should talk about the more frequent extreme weather conditions, a world underwater, a slaughtered future.

Climate change skeptics believe that it is a naturally occurring phenomenon, nothing to worry about.
I urge you to tell that to the climate refugees that fled from Syria to Lebanon, not because of the conflict, but because of the severe drought. If you do not believe in climate change, I dare you to interview the millions of grieving families in Southern Africa that Cyclone Idai has stripped of all belongings, the people left homeless and helpless. This Cyclone has been the most severe disaster to hit Southern Africa destroying parts of Malawi, Mozambique and Zimbabwe, causing formidable floods, injuring millions and destroying crops. I want you to imagine gnawing hunger, a rumbling stomach and feeling lightheaded - that is how the 2.2 million people in Somalia feel every day because of the extended period of drought - they are uncertain of their next meal.

Climate change has been challenging for South Africa as well, particularly in the Western Cape, our primary exporter of fresh fruit and wine, as the extreme drought has left our dams empty, leading to severe water restrictions, crop losses, job losses, and negatively affecting the local and national economy.
Planet Earth is about 4.5 billion years old, and man has walked the Earth for 140000 years. If we condense the Earths lifespan into a 24-hour day, man has been on Planet Earth for just three seconds. Three seconds and we have caused so much destruction.
We shall be the accomplice to our own destruction, victims to our corruption and overconsumption.
I once read how Native Americans always considered their effects on the land for the next seven generations, but sadly most of our generation do not even care about tomorrow. We are living on this planet as if we had another one to go to. There is no Iron Man, to save the world.
It is up to us to help mankind make it to the fourth second. It is our duty. So, as said by Guy McPherson, “If you really think that the environment is less important than the economy, try holding your breath while you count your money.”

