
Emerson Park Academy KS3 Assessment policy
This policy outlines how pupils in the Key stage 3 school phase will be assessed to monitor expected progress and communicate outcomes with all stakeholders. The model outlined is in line with the Assessment without levels (2015) agenda in Key stage 3 and has been designed to provide a robust assessment framework while in line with the Academy ethos regarding inclusivity.  
Students will be assessed and progress reported relative to their individual expected outcomes with a qualitative teacher input progress measure defining improvement.

Upon joining the academy students will arrive with Key stage 2 SATS data which will be scaled to produce End of year 11, Key stage 4 targets. The academy may also use CATS data which will be externally converted by FFT Aspire into End of year 11, Key stage 4 targets if no KS2 data is available.
Using these expected final outcomes for KS4, students will be given a KS3 learner profile for each school subject, describing their approximate expected outcome in that area. These are defined as either ‘Advanced’, ‘Secure’, ‘Developing’ or ‘Emerging’ which will provide a baseline for comparison for progress measure to be benchmarked against.
This will facilitate staff to know the approximate level a student should perform at within their subject area in line with the end of KS4 destination. This will allow staff to push the ‘Advanced’ profile pupil and offer additional support for ‘Emerging’ learners. This approach is focussed on progress relative to pupil outcomes and whether they are developing the understanding and skills appropriate to their individual level. 

The Key stage 4 targets will be raised by a grade to produce as aspirational target. This is in line with the academy ethos of being aspirational for all students within the academy to achieve and then exceed their potential. 

	KS4 target grade
	Aspirational target
	KS3 Learner profile

	9
	9
	Advanced

	8
	9
	

	7
	8
	Secure

	6
	7
	

	5
	6
	Developing

	4
	5
	

	3
	4
	

	2
	3
	Emerging

	1
	2
	




















Progress in KS3 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The learning profiles that students are set provide staff with an expected level of performance and value judgements can be made against these however faculties feel best fit their curriculum. This may be a subjective qualitative assessment or based on a quantitative outcome. The flexibility of the progress model and the rooting of assessment in the trust of teacher’s judgements will empower staff to make accurate assessments of students’ academic development. 
Students will not receive a grade for assessment results but instead a progress measure, relative against their learner profile. These are shown in the table below. 
	Progress 
	Definition/Criteria 

	Above expected 
	One level or more above their learner level.

	Expected
	Maintaining their expected learner level.

	Less than Expected Progress (LP) 
	One level or more below their learner level. 



Within Go4Schools students and parents will see their learner profile, the profile that they are currently working at and the translation of the difference between these as a progress measure. For example if a student was expected to perform as an emerging but performed at the level a Secure learner should, then they would be performing at a learning profile level one above and so denoted as making ‘Above expected progress’. Only the current grade, displayed as a ‘Progress measure’ would be visible to parents/carers and so this will inform them of the performance of their child. 
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