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During your first three years at Emerson Park Academy you have studied a wide range of subjects, all of which have been important for your general education.  The foundations that have been laid will be built upon over the next two years, after which you will leave us to continue your education elsewhere or enter employment.

In Years 10 and 11 all pupils will continue to follow a broad and balanced curriculum. It should be remembered that whilst some future employers may be looking for achievement in a particular subject, all will be looking for high standards in a broad range of subjects, showing that the prospective employee has had a good general education and is well prepared to benefit from further, more specialised training.  

All pupils will study a compulsory core of subjects which will ensure the necessary breadth and balance: English, Mathematics, Science, Physical Education, Religious Education and Citizenship. (Religious Education and Citizenship will be delivered via tutor time and drop down days).  Students who are identified as following the Ebacc pathway will also study a modern foreign language as part of their core curriculum.

To allow for individual needs and interests there will, in addition, be a group of subjects from which a choice can be made (subject to availability).  Pupils following the open pathway will have the option to study a modern foreign language as one of their option choices.

Although the degree of choice is limited, great care must be taken when making it.  Please bear in mind the following:

· Which subjects do you have the greatest aptitude and ability ‑ what are you best at?
· Which subject you like best and will work at with greatest enthusiasm?
· Which subject might be of particular value as a qualification for a future career?

Do not choose a subject just because:

· Your friends are doing it.
· You like the teacher (he or she may not actually teach you next year).
· You have not studied the subject before.

This booklet has been produced to give further information about all subjects, whether compulsory or optional.  Please read it carefully.  Further help and guidance can be obtained from:

· The Options Assembly
· Your subject teachers
· Your Form Tutor
· Your Head of Year
· Careers staff
· Older pupils who have studied the subjects you are interested in and
· Your parents
     
Please discuss your choice of courses fully with parents or carers before making a final decision. I trust you will consider carefully and choose wisely, so that you find your work over the next two years both enjoyable and rewarding. 

I wish you every success.


Scott McGuinness
Head Teacher
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	You will probably know that many of the courses you take in your chosen study programme will lead to public examinations for the General Certificate of Secondary Education (GCSE). 

· All ability groups do the same examination (un-tiered) in English Literature and English Language.
· Mathematics is tiered with a higher tier covering grades 9 - 4 and foundation tier covering grades 5 – 1.
· Linear GCSEs, with assessment by external exam only will be taken at the end of the course in the months of May and June.
· There are re-sit opportunities offered for Year 12 in November for English Language and Mathematics only.  These will be offered by your new School/College.
· English Language to have a Speaking assessment that will be recorded and reported separately.
Please note that, in all subjects, final examinations take place at the end of Year 11, although some courses may have modules examined throughout the course (see non-examination assessments (NEA) below).

We also offer the BTEC qualifications (Tech Award, First Certificate levels) and VCert Technical Awards.  These courses are mainly assessed through regular coursework, with a formal examination at the end of the course. Many of these qualifications are equivalent of one GCSE. They are usually awarded at Pass, Merit, Distinction and Distinction* levels.  

All of your courses and examinations will follow nationally agreed guidelines. These guidelines have been developed by teachers and examiners to cover what you do and the different ways that you will be assessed. The guidelines reflect current good practice. Assessment for your courses will take two forms: 

· Non-examination Assessment 
· Formal Examinations

Non-Examination Assessments - During Years 10 and 11 some courses will involve project work.  This means that, as part of the examination, you will be required to produce certain pieces of work over the two years which will be marked and the marks will count towards your final GCSE, BTEC or Cambridge National grade.  Your teachers will help you to plan this work and will give you guidance but they obviously cannot and will not complete any part of it for you.

Non-Examination Assessments are completed in school, under teacher supervision and to a strict time scale. 

All your work is your responsibility and must be carefully looked after at all times. If you fail to complete your ‘Non-Examination Assessment Portfolios’ at the deadlines set, you will not pass the course. The examiners or moderators will not accept excuses for failure to present Non-Examination Assessment Portfolios. If you lose your work it is your misfortune and you could fail the course.
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	3:  Careers


	The aim of careers education in years 10 and 11 is to make you aware of the range of jobs available and to encourage you to examine your own personality, attitudes and abilities, which will help you make a suitable choice of career.  You will also learn how to apply for jobs and prepare for interviews.  Other events are held during the two years to give you information, support and guidance in a variety of ways to help you to prepare for your next career move.

During year 11 you will have an opportunity to meet the Careers Officer and discuss your ‘post sixteen’ plans in an individual interview.  Your parents are invited to attend the interview with you if they so wish. 

	[bookmark: _Toc345932183][bookmark: _Toc345932329][bookmark: _Toc345932896][bookmark: _Toc346022810][bookmark: _Toc346188548]4: Your Options and Progression Routes for Further Studies after Year 11


	When choosing your options it is a good time to consider your future and where you may wish to study upon leaving Emerson Park Academy at the end of Year 11. In order to help you understand qualifications and put them into an overall context of progression, please read the table on the next page carefully.

You must choose your Options carefully. The choices you make may affect your entry onto future courses when you leave Emerson Park Academy at the end of Year 11. 
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· If you wish to progress to a Sixth Form School rather than a Sixth Form College or FE College (College for Further Education) then you will need 8 (level 9-5) GCSE grades including English (grade 5) and Maths (grade 5), with at least grade 6 in the subjects you wish to study for A Level.

· Some schools will not recognise BTEC or VCert qualifications as an equivalent for GCSE grades. You therefore need to ensure you are taking 8 GCSE qualifications. 

· If you want to progress in Art, Drama, Music, Sport and DT subjects then you need a Level 2 qualification in that subject area, this means a GCSE pass 9 to 5 or a BTEC/VCert equivalent.

· Many Sixth Form Schools/Colleges and Universities will be looking for pupils who have the English Baccalaureate (EBacc) package. Not having this may limit your choice of Sixth Form or University in the future (see page 8).

· However, any student who does not complete the Ebacc at Emerson Park  can make up the package at College later on, as long as this is done before you reach the age of 18.
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Progression routes according to the ‘National Qualifications Framework’

	[bookmark: _Toc345932186][bookmark: _Toc345932332][bookmark: _Toc345932899][bookmark: _Toc346022813][bookmark: _Toc346188399][bookmark: _Toc346188551]Level
	[bookmark: _Toc345932187][bookmark: _Toc345932333][bookmark: _Toc345932900][bookmark: _Toc346022814][bookmark: _Toc346188400][bookmark: _Toc346188552]Qualifications
	[bookmark: _Toc345932188][bookmark: _Toc345932334][bookmark: _Toc345932901][bookmark: _Toc346022815][bookmark: _Toc346188401][bookmark: _Toc346188553]Place of study

	[bookmark: _Toc345932189][bookmark: _Toc345932335][bookmark: _Toc345932902][bookmark: _Toc346022816][bookmark: _Toc346188402][bookmark: _Toc346188554]Entry Level Qualifications (below level 1)
	Entry level Awards and Certificates
	[bookmark: _Toc345932190][bookmark: _Toc345932336][bookmark: _Toc345932903][bookmark: _Toc346022817][bookmark: _Toc346188403][bookmark: _Toc346188555]All Schools and most Colleges

	
	[bookmark: _Toc345932191][bookmark: _Toc345932337][bookmark: _Toc345932904][bookmark: _Toc346022818][bookmark: _Toc346188404][bookmark: _Toc346188556]Entry Level Skills for Life
	

	[bookmark: _Toc345932192][bookmark: _Toc345932338][bookmark: _Toc345932905][bookmark: _Toc346022819][bookmark: _Toc346188405][bookmark: _Toc346188557]Level 1 Qualifications (usually measured as GCSE grades D and below)
	[bookmark: _Toc345932193][bookmark: _Toc345932339][bookmark: _Toc345932906][bookmark: _Toc346022820][bookmark: _Toc346188406][bookmark: _Toc346188558]All GCSE Qualifications at Grades 4-1
	[bookmark: _Toc345932194][bookmark: _Toc345932340][bookmark: _Toc345932907][bookmark: _Toc346022821][bookmark: _Toc346188407][bookmark: _Toc346188559]All Schools and most Colleges

	
	[bookmark: _Toc345932195][bookmark: _Toc345932341][bookmark: _Toc345932908][bookmark: _Toc346022822][bookmark: _Toc346188408][bookmark: _Toc346188560]BTEC Level 1 Awards and Certificates
	

	
	[bookmark: _Toc345932196][bookmark: _Toc345932342][bookmark: _Toc345932909][bookmark: _Toc346022823][bookmark: _Toc346188409][bookmark: _Toc346188561]Other Vocational, GCSE level 1 equivalent, qualifications
	

	[bookmark: _Toc345932197][bookmark: _Toc345932343][bookmark: _Toc345932910][bookmark: _Toc346022824][bookmark: _Toc346188410][bookmark: _Toc346188562]Level 2 Qualifications (usually measured as GCSE grades C and above)
	[bookmark: _Toc345932198][bookmark: _Toc345932344][bookmark: _Toc345932911][bookmark: _Toc346022825][bookmark: _Toc346188411][bookmark: _Toc346188563]All GCSE Qualifications at Grades 9-5
	[bookmark: _Toc345932199][bookmark: _Toc345932345][bookmark: _Toc345932912][bookmark: _Toc346022826][bookmark: _Toc346188412][bookmark: _Toc346188564]All Schools and most Colleges

	
	[bookmark: _Toc345932200][bookmark: _Toc345932346][bookmark: _Toc345932913][bookmark: _Toc346022827][bookmark: _Toc346188413][bookmark: _Toc346188565]BTEC Level 2 Awards, Certificates and Diplomas
	

	
	[bookmark: _Toc345932201][bookmark: _Toc345932347][bookmark: _Toc345932914][bookmark: _Toc346022828][bookmark: _Toc346188414][bookmark: _Toc346188566]Other Vocational,  GCSE level 2 equivalent, qualifications
	

	[bookmark: _Toc345932202][bookmark: _Toc345932348][bookmark: _Toc345932915][bookmark: _Toc346022829][bookmark: _Toc346188415][bookmark: _Toc346188567]Level 3 Qualifications (usually studied post 16)
	A Levels
	[bookmark: _Toc345932203][bookmark: _Toc345932349][bookmark: _Toc345932916][bookmark: _Toc346022830][bookmark: _Toc346188416][bookmark: _Toc346188568]Sixth Form Schools or Colleges and FE Colleges

	
	BTEC Level 3 Awards, Certificates and Diplomas
	

	
	NVQ Level 3
	

	
	[bookmark: _Toc345932204][bookmark: _Toc345932350][bookmark: _Toc345932917][bookmark: _Toc346022831][bookmark: _Toc346188417][bookmark: _Toc346188569]Other Vocational, level 3 equivalent, qualifications
	

	[bookmark: _Toc345932205][bookmark: _Toc345932351][bookmark: _Toc345932918][bookmark: _Toc346022832][bookmark: _Toc346188418][bookmark: _Toc346188570]Level 4 Qualifications (usually studies at Higher Colleges and Universities)
	Professional Diplomas, Certificates and Awards
	[bookmark: _Toc345932206][bookmark: _Toc345932352][bookmark: _Toc345932919][bookmark: _Toc346022833][bookmark: _Toc346188419][bookmark: _Toc346188571]Colleges for Higher Education and Universities

	
	NVQ Level 4
	

	
	[bookmark: _Toc345932207][bookmark: _Toc345932353][bookmark: _Toc345932920][bookmark: _Toc346022834][bookmark: _Toc346188420][bookmark: _Toc346188572]Certificates of Higher Education
	

	[bookmark: _Toc345932208][bookmark: _Toc345932354][bookmark: _Toc345932921][bookmark: _Toc346022835][bookmark: _Toc346188421][bookmark: _Toc346188573]Level 5 Qualifications
	[bookmark: _Toc345932209][bookmark: _Toc345932355][bookmark: _Toc345932922][bookmark: _Toc346022836][bookmark: _Toc346188422][bookmark: _Toc346188574]Higher Diplomas, Certificates and Awards
	[bookmark: _Toc345932210][bookmark: _Toc345932356][bookmark: _Toc345932923][bookmark: _Toc346022837][bookmark: _Toc346188423][bookmark: _Toc346188575]Colleges for Higher Education and Universities

	[bookmark: _Toc345932211][bookmark: _Toc345932357][bookmark: _Toc345932924][bookmark: _Toc346022838][bookmark: _Toc346188424][bookmark: _Toc346188576]Level 6 Qualifications
	Bachelor Degrees
	[bookmark: _Toc345932212][bookmark: _Toc345932358][bookmark: _Toc345932925][bookmark: _Toc346022839][bookmark: _Toc346188425][bookmark: _Toc346188577]Colleges for Higher Education and Universities

	
	Graduate Certificates
	

	
	[bookmark: _Toc345932213][bookmark: _Toc345932359][bookmark: _Toc345932926][bookmark: _Toc346022840][bookmark: _Toc346188426][bookmark: _Toc346188578]Professional Diplomas
	

	[bookmark: _Toc345932214][bookmark: _Toc345932360][bookmark: _Toc345932927][bookmark: _Toc346022841][bookmark: _Toc346188427][bookmark: _Toc346188579]Level 7 Qualifications
	Masters Degrees
	[bookmark: _Toc345932215][bookmark: _Toc345932361][bookmark: _Toc345932928][bookmark: _Toc346022842][bookmark: _Toc346188428][bookmark: _Toc346188580]Universities

	
	[bookmark: _Toc345932216][bookmark: _Toc345932362][bookmark: _Toc345932929][bookmark: _Toc346022843][bookmark: _Toc346188429][bookmark: _Toc346188581]Fellowship Diplomas
	

	[bookmark: _Toc345932217][bookmark: _Toc345932363][bookmark: _Toc345932930][bookmark: _Toc346022844][bookmark: _Toc346188430][bookmark: _Toc346188582]Level 8 Qualifications
	[bookmark: _Toc345932218][bookmark: _Toc345932364][bookmark: _Toc345932931][bookmark: _Toc346022845][bookmark: _Toc346188431][bookmark: _Toc346188583]Doctorates
	[bookmark: _Toc345932219][bookmark: _Toc345932365][bookmark: _Toc345932932][bookmark: _Toc346022846][bookmark: _Toc346188432][bookmark: _Toc346188584]Universities
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	Parents of pupils choosing practical subjects will be asked to provide them with the necessary protective clothing.  Costs will be incurred for ingredients and materials used in project work for many practical subjects.  Pupils will be asked, in advance, if they wish to own the finished product/s.  If this is the case, the materials used must be paid for by the pupil concerned.

Parents are also reminded that it continues to be the pupils' responsibility to look after any textbooks and equipment loaned to them during GCSE courses.  We will need to make a charge to replace any lost or damaged books and equipment. Please contact the Finance Office at the school, if there are any issues regarding the ability to provide funding.


	[bookmark: _Toc345932221][bookmark: _Toc345932367][bookmark: _Toc345932934][bookmark: _Toc346022848][bookmark: _Toc346188586]6:  Working Part-time

	All pupils will have a heavy homework load and it will be unwise to undertake demanding part‑time work.  However, the law does permit young people over the age of 13 and under the statutory leaving age (16) to work in certain types of employment for a restricted number of hours. Young people undertaking such work are required by law to hold an employment card.

Applications should be made to the Academy before undertaking such employment.

	[bookmark: _Toc345932222][bookmark: _Toc345932368][bookmark: _Toc345932935][bookmark: _Toc346022849][bookmark: _Toc346188587]7:  Absence, Attendance and Punctuality

	The continuous and demanding nature of GCSE studies also means that absence from school for any reason will create a backlog of work to be caught up.  Parts of the syllabus will be less clear in pupils’ minds than would have been the case if they had been present in lessons.  In cases of absence for unavoidable reasons such as illness, staff will (as far as possible) ensure that missed work is issued and explained.  If requested, work can be set for pupils who are ill at home but who may be able to work. This might be in electronic format via Google Apps if the pupil concerned has access to a PC and the Internet.

Absences from school should be avoided at all costs.  It should be noted that leave for holidays will not be granted by the Academy.  If pupils are absent from school because of holidays then this will count as unauthorised absence/s.

It is sometimes the case that GCSE examinations are taken during year 10 and Controlled Assessments in most subjects are on-going throughout years 10 and 11.  It is therefore imperative that an outstanding attendance and punctuality record is maintained by all pupils at all times.  The attendance record is forwarded to prospective Schools and Colleges as pupils progress into key stage 5. 


	[bookmark: _Toc345932223][bookmark: _Toc345932369][bookmark: _Toc345932936][bookmark: _Toc346022850][bookmark: _Toc346188588]8:  Academic Review Meetings and Reports

	Our year 10 Academic Review meeting is held in the autumn term to discuss how well pupils are progressing in their new courses. In addition, interim Progress Reports are issued and all parents have secure, online access to GO4SCHOOLS where updated assessment, progress and attendance data are published regularly throughout the year.

Our year 11 Academic Review Meeting is usually held in January each year to discuss progress and improvement strategies after the annual mock examinations in December.  Pupils' progress is monitored throughout the two-year period and if we feel at any time that work or behaviour sub-standard, subject teachers will contact parents/carers who will then be invited in should there be no significant improvement. 

However, we encourage parents not to hesitate to contact us at any time if they feel there is a problem or are concerned about a child’s progress.
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	This booklet contains details of a wide variety of courses available at Emerson Park Academy and is available on the Academy website: www.emersonparkacademy.org.   Just search for ‘Options Booklet 2024 - 2026’.

Your Key Stage 4 programme of study consists of the following categories:

a) Compulsory Elements
b) The English Baccalaureate
c) Optional Courses

It is important to realise that you do not have a completely free choice. 

Government requirements as well as what the Academy can practically offer impose some limitations. We cannot, for example, afford to run courses which very few pupils opt for. Some of the courses may be altered as they are updated or even terminated at the last minute on advice from the Department of Education. If this happens while the Options process is still in progress we will endeavour to inform pupils and parents as soon as possible and give information about suitable alternatives. 

a) Compulsory Element – All pupils are required to study the following compulsory subjects:

· English and English Literature (2 GCSEs)     
· Mathematics
· Combined Science (2 GCSEs)
· Physical Education
· Religious Education and Citizenship will be delivered via tutor time and drop-down days.

b) The English Baccalaureate

This is a package of core subjects that some universities recognise as an entry requirement for certain courses or career pathways.  The English Baccalaureate is increasingly being regarded as a highly desirable group of qualifications in higher education and for entry to professional careers.

This package comprises of:

· English Language
· Mathematics
· Combined Science or Separate Sciences
· A Modern Foreign Language 
· History or Geography

Pupils following the English Baccalaureate pathway and who gain a Grade 5 or higher in all subjects at GCSE will be counted as having achieved the English Baccalaureate.

All pupils have the option to study for the English Baccalaureate should they wish to.


c) Optional courses

In addition to your compulsory subjects, you will be left with optional subjects to select.  You will also need to select two reserve subjects from the list below.

The two reserve subjects are chosen in case it is not possible to give you all your preferred options.  Please select reserve choices that you will be willing to study.

Ebacc Optional courses:

· GCSE Computer Science – Python Coding
· GCSE Geography
· GCSE History 
· GCSE French 
· GCSE Separate Sciences - Entry requirements apply to this course
· GCSE Spanish (ab initio)

Optional courses:

· GCSE Art & Design (Art, Craft & Design)
· GCSE Art & Design (Photography)
· GCSE Business
· GCSE Citizenship Studies
· GCSE Computer Science – Python Coding
· BTEC Award in Construction & Built Environment
· GCSE Design & Technology: Textiles * 
· GCSE Design & Technology: Timbers*
· GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition
· VCert Technical Award in Health and Fitness
· BTEC Award in Health & Social Care  
· GCSE Information Technology – Creative I-Media Level 1/Level 2
· BTEC Award in Media Studies  
· GCSE Music- Entry requirements apply to this course
· GCSE Physical Education (Sport Science)
· GCSE Psychology
· GCSE Spanish (ab initio)
* Please note in certain circumstances it may be possible to take two Design Technology options.


Please use the ‘Year 9 Option Choice Form’ to select your subjects. 
Please BRING the form to your interview
(Spare copies can be downloaded from the school website).

You may have already been receiving some guidance on the content of courses and the importance of thinking carefully about your choices.  All of you will receive further guidance on the choices that are available to you.  This will be done by interview with teaching staff before the end of term.  

In the meantime, it is essential that you familiarise yourself with the content and assessment requirements of both the compulsory elements and the optional courses so that you can make an informed decision by Monday 15th April 2024.  

You should also think carefully about the combination of subjects you choose, as some subjects can go well together, while others may be very similar.

All pupils will follow the Ebacc pathway or the Open pathway.  This has been pre-determined and based upon your progress and achievements at Key Stage 3 so far.  Your levels of attainment and target grades have also been taken into consideration.

Please return your signed Option Choice form to Mrs Beney, Head’s PA.
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	10:  Important dates in the Options process

	
	Year 9 Options Introductory Assembly:  K Blaize
	6th March 2024

	Year 9 Options Information Evening for parents, carers and guardians
	7th March 2024


	Year 9 Options Interviews (all pupils are interviewed about option choices. Pupils should bring their completed Option Forms to the interviews even if this is not finalised)
	11th March – 28th March 2024


	Final Deadline for return of Option Forms to school 
	15th April 2024
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The course descriptions give more details about what is on offer in each subject.  

Please read this carefully.  

The course descriptions have been divided into three sections:

Section 1: 

These are the Compulsory Elements (also sometimes called ‘The Core’ or ‘Core subjects’). All pupils must study these courses in Key Stage 4 (Years 10 and 11).

Section 2: 

These are the English Baccalaureate Optional courses recommended for higher education (also sometimes called ‘Options Subjects’ or ‘Chosen Subjects’). 

Section 3:

These are the Optional Courses that pupils can choose to study (also sometimes called ‘Options Subjects’ or ‘Chosen Subjects’). 
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	Section 1: The Core Curriculum - Compulsory Courses



	(A):  GCSE English and English Literature
Core Subject – Compulsory


We offer all our students AQA GCSE English Language 8700 and AQA English Literature 8702.  There are two exams for each and these will be sat at the end of Year 11. There is no coursework element for either qualification. The Speaking and Listening component appears as an endorsement on the candidate’s result slip: it does not count towards their final result.
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AQA: Code 8700 GCSE English Language
QAN: 601/4292/3
All texts in the examination will be unseen.
	Paper 1: Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing

	What is assessed
Section A: Reading
· One literature fiction text
Section B: Writing
· Descriptive or narrative writing

	How it is assessed
· Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes
· 80 marks
· 50% of GCSE



	Paper 2: Writers’ Viewpoints and Perspectives

	How it is assessed
Section A: Reading
· One non-fiction text and one literary non-fiction text
Section B: Writing
· Writing to present a viewpoint

	Assessed
· written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes
· 80 marks
· 50% of GCSE



	NON examination Assessment: SPOKEN LANGUAGE.

	What is assessed:
· Presenting 
· Responding to questions and feedback
· Use of standard English

	Assessed:
Marked by teacher
Separate endorsement (0% weighting of GCSE)
The students gain either PASS, MERIT or DISTINCTION. 
It is a ten minute filmed/recorded presentation with an audience.




AQA: CODE 8702  GCSE English Literature
QAN: 601/4447/6
All assessments are closed book.
	Paper 1: Shakespeare and the 19th –century novel

	What is assessed
· Shakespeare  
· The  19th century novel  

	How it is assessed
· Written paper: 1 hour 45 minutes
· 64 marks
· 40% of GCSE



	Paper 2: Modern texts and Poetry

	What is assessed
· Modern texts 
· Poetry 
· Unseen poetry 

	How it is assessed
· Written paper: 2 hour 15 minutes
· 96 marks
· 60%of GCSE



For GCSE, pupils should:
· Read fluently, and with a good understanding, a wide range of texts from the 19th, 20th and 21st centuries, including literature and literary non-fiction.
· Use knowledge gained from wide reading to inform and improve their own writing.
· Write effectively and coherently using Standard English appropriately.
· Acquire and apply a wide vocabulary, alongside a knowledge and understanding of grammatical terminology, and linguistic conventions. 
· Purchase copies of set texts to enable them to complete annotations for their literature exam.



	
(B):  GCSE MATHEMATICS
Core Subject – Compulsory


	
Full course title:
Course Code:
	
Mathematics 
1MA1		QAN: 601/4700/3

	Examination Board:
Qualification to be obtained
	Edexcel
GCSE

	

	All of you will have to study GCSE Mathematics in Years 10 and 11 although the work you do will differ according to your ability. 

What we aim to do:

One of the main aims of the course is that you should find Mathematics to be a meaningful, interesting and useful activity and that you should see how it is used in the world about you.  We hope to extend your mathematical knowledge to its fullest extent and to teach you a good understanding and working knowledge of number, shape, pattern and mathematical relationships.  We shall teach you to recognise problems and show you how to solve them.  You will have to read questions accurately and be able to understand and use mathematical symbols.  You will be expected to explain your working and reasoning when you are writing or talking about your work.

The Course of Study

During Years 7, 8, and 9 you learnt and revised many basic facts and ideas, which you will need to use in your future studies.  You will continue to do work in the following areas:

· Using and applying mathematics. You will have to use your knowledge, skills and understanding of number, algebra, shape and space and handling data in practical tasks to investigate and solve problems in mathematics;
· Numbers and Algebra.  You will do more work with numbers, to estimate and approximate, to interpret results and to judge whether answers are sensible.  You need to recognise and use symbols and graphs to simplify and solve problems;
· Space and shape. You will learn to recognise and use the properties of two‑dimensional and three‑dimensional shapes. You must use geometrical instruments to draw accurate diagrams;
· Handling data. You will learn to collect, use and interpret data and to work with probabilities.

As you progress through the course you will develop particular skills. Some of these are:

· Recall and use the facts you have learnt;	
· Use numbers easily and quickly;
· Do calculations accurately;
· Recognise and solve problems;
· Read, understand and use mathematical words and symbols;
· Set out and explain work clearly and correctly;
· Use geometrical instruments;
· Carry out practical and investigational work;
· Show information by writing, in a table, as a graph or by a diagram;
· Do calculation in your head; to use a calculator properly and to give a sensible answer when using it;
· Collect and interpret statistical data




Entries

There are two tiers of GCSE entry; Higher Tier and Foundation Tier.  It is essential that you are entered for the correct tier if you are to get the best result of which you are capable.

Examinations

Pupils will take their GCSE examination in the summer, at the end of year 11.  They will sit their GSCE Mock examinations in December of year 11 and again in March of year 11.  

The Pearson Edexcel Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9 to 1) in Mathematics is a tiered qualification. There are two tiers:

● Higher tier - grades 9 to 4 available.
● Foundation tier - grades 5 to 1 available.

The assessment for each tier of entry consists of three externally-examined papers; all three must be from the same tier of entry. Pupils must complete all three papers in the same assessment series.

The first examination paper for all tiers will be a non-calculator paper.  The second and third paper will need the use of a calculator. All papers are 1 hour and 30 minutes in length.  All papers are worth 33.33% the final GCSE. 

Each paper consists of short and long questions.  All questions have to be completed; there are no optional questions in any of the exam papers.  Pupils must bring their own equipment to all examinations. Using and applying Mathematics has been integrated into the written exam papers.  The written exams count for 100% of the total marks required to achieve a GCSE grade in Maths. GCSE Mathematics has no Controlled Assessment components.

Pupils will need all the basic Mathematics equipment for every lesson; a ruler, pencil, compasses, protractor, set square and your own scientific calculator. The Casio F83 WA is recommended by the Mathematics Faculty.  Pupils will need to bring their equipment to all lessons.  This especially applies to a calculator.

Mathematics is a core subject of the National Curriculum. A qualification in Mathematics is required for many post‑16 courses at college and is looked for by most employers.



For further information contact Mr Sharma, Faculty Leader for Mathematics.






	 
(C):  GCSE COMBINED SCIENCE
Core subject – Compulsory


	Full Course Title:			Combined Science
Course Code:			8464		QAN: 601/8758/X
Examination board:			AQA
Qualification to be obtained:	GCSE


	Science is compulsory for all students at Key Stage 4.  All students, except those who opt for Separate Sciences, will follow the AQA Combined Science Trilogy course. This will lead to two GCSE grades in Combined Science.  All examinations will be taken at the end of Year 11, as all courses in science are linear. 

In addition to this, students may choose to study Separate Sciences (formerly Triple Science), leading to qualifications in biology, chemistry and physics.  This will require additional time and would therefore occupy one of their option choices.

The programme of study has the flexibility to provide the basis for studying all further science qualifications, including Advanced Level sciences and vocational courses.  However, it is recommended that any student wishing to study Advanced Level sciences takes Separate Science as one of their option choices.

Science matters. In this increasingly scientific and technological world, the importance and relevance of science as subject taught in schools is of paramount importance. This course aims to stimulate curiosity in the world around us and to bring science to life by making it relevant to students through interesting content and practical work.  The assessments are shaped to encourage all students to best show what they know and can do, as well as supporting and stretching all students, whatever their ability.

Assessment:
The Combined Science course is a two year linear course.  At the end of the course students will sit six examination papers, two each on biology, chemistry and physics.  The papers are equally weighted at 16.7% of the qualification.  15% of the marks will be based on questions about a range of core practical tasks that all students must complete during the course.  Students will take either higher or foundation papers, depending on ability.  The grades achieved will conform to the new GCSE grading system of grades 1-9 (9 being the highest grade).  All the examinations will have a mixture of different question styles, including multiple –choice questions, short answer questions, calculations and extended open response questions.  There will be an increased emphasis on literacy and numeracy.

Course content:
Biology: 
Cells and control, Genetics, Natural selection and genetic modification, Ecosystems and material cycles, Plant structures and functions, Animal coordination, control and homeostasis, Exchange and transport in animals, Health, disease and development of medicines.

Chemistry:
Atomic structure, the Periodic Table, bonding, calculations involving masses, States of matter, Separating and purifying techniques, Acids, Obtaining and using metals, Reversible reactions and equilibrium, Rates of reaction, Groups 1,7 and 0, Fuels, Heat energy changes in chemical reactions.

Physics:
Motion, forces, conservation of energy, Light and the electromagnetic spectrum, Particle model, Radioactivity, Astronomy, Energy – forces doing work, Forces and their effects, Electricity and circuits, Magnetism and the motor effect, Forces and matter.

For further information contact Mrs Gallimore, Faculty Leader for Science.
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(D):  PHYSICAL EDUCATION
Core subject – Compulsory


	


Examination Board:     No qualification, assessment or examination
Examination Syllabus: None

Physical Education is a compulsory subject in years 10 and 11.  An accredited course is also available in the form of a GCSE.  This page deals with the compulsory, non‑examination course. 

In Years 10 and 11 you will have the equivalent of 1 hour per week over each year.  The first thing which you will notice about your Physical Education lessons is that you will be offered more choice as to what activity you will take part in.  Obviously, this is rather dependent upon the teaching staff, the facilities and the equipment available, not to mention the weather conditions.  Some things remain the same:  you will be expected to wear the correct clothing and footwear, and most importantly, you will be expected to take part.

The activities available may include football, hockey, basketball, volleyball, badminton, indoor hockey, table tennis, cricket, athletics, tennis, trampolining and fitness. 

Physical Education is one of your non‑examination subjects, and so you will not have any pressures or restrictions on you from the subject itself, and this means that hopefully you will enjoy your lessons.  The emphasis will be upon activities which you will be able to carry on with when you leave school or even now, after 3:15, or at weekends by joining local clubs.





For further information contact Mr Reynolds, Faculty Leader for Physical Education.














	






	
(E):  French
Core for EBACC Pathway/Optional Subject 


	Full course title:
	GCSE French (Full Course)  

	Course code:
	8652		QAN 610/2790/X


	Examination Board:
	AQA

	Qualification to be obtained:
	GCSE

	

	Who is this option for? 

Studying a foreign language will significantly increase your job prospects and equip you with a range of transferrable skills that are highly valued by colleges and universities. Future employers will admire the motivation and commitment you will have demonstrated in learning a second language up to GCSE level, making you a desirable candidate in any employment sector. With this in mind, we have devised an exciting course to make French lessons relevant, accessible and enjoyable for all learners. Having studied French for three years, you are currently in an excellent position to take your language skills to the next level and really enhance your CV at the same time. 

Assessment Information

	
This qualification is linear, meaning that there will be no coursework or controlled assessment as part of the course. Depending on their progress over the first few terms, students will be entered at either foundation or higher tier level to ensure that they achieve their full academic potential. In the summer term of 2026, students will sit 4 exam papers:

Paper 1: Listening Examination  	25%
Paper 2: Speaking Examination 	25%
Paper 3: Reading Examination  	25%
Paper 4: Writing Examination 	25% 

They will be graded against the following assessment objectives:

AO1: understand and respond to spoken language in speaking and in writing
AO2: understand and respond to written language in speaking and in writing
AO3: demonstrate understanding and accurate application of the grammar and vocabulary prescribed in the specification.


	General Course Information

During the GCSE course, you will study language based around 3 enjoyable and relevant themes:

· People and lifestyle
· Popular culture
· Communication and the world around us
These themes are divided into more recognisable sub-topics such as free time activities, holidays, school life, the environment, media, social issues, technology, and many more.








	We teach French using a wide range of teaching methods. Students will develop all 4 language skills evenly whilst developing their understanding of grammar and enhancing their vocabulary. We use a range of materials including presentations, digital textbooks, Google Classroom, film and video clips, online teaching tools and a variety of authentic texts and recordings in the target language. All of our GCSE language students are currently taught in mixed ability groups and teaching is adapted to meet the individual needs of each learner.

If circumstances permit, students will be given the opportunity to put their language skills into practice, with an optional visit to France.

How might this subject help me in the future?

French is the fastest growing language in the world and is, therefore, an increasingly popular choice for those wanting to speak a second language. The transferrable skills acquired when learning another language are sought after by UK employers. As a French speaker, you will have increased travel opportunities and cultural understanding, as French is not just spoken in France, but in several other European and African countries.
Language skills can lead directly into a career in translating, interpreting or teaching, and are also in demand in areas such as tourism, finance, law and business. In reality, any career will be enhanced with a language qualification.

	French can be continued at A level (Grade 6 or 7 is usually a requirement) or vocational studies such as Travel and Tourism. Many people find that picking up a new language later in life is much easier having previously studied French up to GCSE level.

Many of the Russell Group universities and some top sixth form schools now request that students have studied a language at GCSE.

For further information contact Mr Deane, Head of Modern Foreign Languages.







	
(E):  Spanish (ab initio) 
Core for EBACC Pathway/Optional Subject 


	
Full course title:
	
GCSE Spanish (Full Course)  

	Course code:
	8692		QAN 610/3530/0

	Examination Board:
	AQA

	Qualification to be obtained:
	GCSE

	

Who is this option for? 

If you are a keen and able linguist who has engaged well in French lessons over the past few years, this could be an exciting option for you. Studying any foreign language will significantly increase your job prospects and equip you with a range of transferrable skills that are highly valued by colleges and universities. Future employers will admire the motivation and commitment you will have demonstrated in learning a second language up to GCSE level, making you a desirable candidate in any employment sector.

This beginners GCSE course will take you from year 7 to GCSE in just 18 months. Please be aware that due to the accelerated pace of learning, students will receive a lot more homework than they would if continuing French beyond key stage 3.

Any student who is thinking about picking Spanish must speak to Mr Deane before attending their options interview. Unfortunately, this course is not suitable for everybody and it is essential that you have approval from the MFL faculty before adding this subject to your options form.

Assessment Information

	
This qualification is linear, meaning that there will be no coursework or controlled assessment as part of the course. Depending on their progress over the first few terms, students will be entered at either foundation or higher tier level to ensure that they achieve their full academic potential. In the summer term of 2026, students will sit 4 exam papers:

Paper 1: Listening Examination  	25%
Paper 2: Speaking Examination 	25%
Paper 3: Reading Examination  	25%
Paper 4: Writing Examination 	25% 

They will be graded against the following assessment objectives:

AO1: understand and respond to spoken language in speaking and in writing
AO2: understand and respond to written language in speaking and in writing
AO3: demonstrate understanding and accurate application of the grammar and vocabulary prescribed in the specification.





	
General Course Information

During the GCSE course, you will study language based around 3 enjoyable and relevant themes:

· People and lifestyle
· Popular culture
· Communication and the world around us
These themes are divided into more recognisable sub-topics such as free time activities, holidays, school life, the environment, media, social issues, technology, and many more.

We teach Spanish using a wide range of teaching methods. Students will develop all 4 language skills evenly whilst developing their understanding of grammar and enhancing their vocabulary. We use a range of materials including presentations, digital textbooks, Google Classroom, film and video clips, online teaching tools and a variety of authentic texts and recordings in the target language. All of our GCSE language students are currently taught in mixed ability groups and teaching is adapted to meet the individual needs of each learner.

If circumstances permit, students will be given the opportunity to put their language skills into practice, with an optional visit to Spain.


	If you wish to discuss whether or not this course might be suitable for your child, please contact Mr Deane, Head of Modern Foreign Languages.









Section 2: The English Baccalaureate - Optional Courses
	
(A): Computer Science
Optional Subject


		Full course title:
	GCSE COMPUTER SCIENCE 9-1 

	QAN code:
	601/8355/X

	Examination Board:
	OCR

	Qualification to be obtained:
	GCSE in Computer Science (J277)




	Course Overview:
This qualification is linear. Linear means that students will sit all their exams at the end of the course. 

This specification encourages students to:

· Build on their knowledge, understanding and skills established through the computer science elements of the programme of study for computing at Key Stage 3 and Key Stage 4
· Enable students to progress into further learning and/or employment
· Understand and apply the fundamental principles and concepts of computer science, including abstraction, decomposition, logic, algorithms, and data representation
· Analyse problems in computational terms through practical experience of solving such problems, including designing, writing and debugging programs
· Think creatively, innovatively, analytically, logically and critically 
· Understand the components that make up digital systems, and how they communicate with one another and with other systems
· Understand the impacts of digital technology to the individual and to wider society
· Apply maths skills relevant to computer science.

		OCR GCSE COMPUTER SCIENCE 9-1 (J277)

	Paper 01: Computer Systems
	Written exam:
1 hour 30 minutes
	80 marks
	50% of GCSE

	Component 01: Computer systems: Introduces students to the central processing unit (CPU), computer memory and storage, data representation, wired and wireless networks, network topologies, system security and system software. It also looks at ethical, legal, cultural and environmental concerns associated with computer science.

	Paper 02: Computational thinking, algorithms and programming skills

Paper Structure
	Written exam:
1 hour 30 minutes
	80 marks
	50% of GCSE

	
	We have a ‘Section B’ in our Computational thinking and algorithms paper.

	Component 02: Computational thinking, algorithms and programming: Students apply knowledge and understanding gained in component 01. They develop skills and understanding in computational thinking: algorithms, programming techniques, producing robust programs, computational logic and translators.

	Programming requirement
	We have a Practical Programming requirement to engage students with practical experience of programming. These skills are then tested within our Paper 02 examination.




	Whilst no previous learning requirements are necessary, we would recommend the course to those who enjoyed Computer Science or Sciences and have a moderate grasp of Mathematics.

For further information contact Mr Abbas, Head of IT



	
(B):  Geography
Optional Subject


	
Full course title:
	
Geography (Linear)

	Course code:
	8035		QAN 601/8410/3

	Examination Board:
	AQA  

	Qualification to be obtained:
	GCSE


	This qualification is linear. Linear means that pupils will sit all their exams at the end of the course, for Geography, they will have three written exams. There is no controlled assessment for Geography. The examination makes up 100% of the final grade. Papers 1 and 2 are 1 hour 30 minutes long and together, they contribute to 70% of your final mark. Paper 3 is also  1 hour 30 minutes and contributes to the final 30% of your GCSE grade.  Pupils are marked on SPAG, maths and statistical skills as well as their Geographical skills and knowledge in all three of these papers. 
Subject content:
Paper 1- Living with the physical environment
3.1.1 Section A: The challenge of natural hazards (Tectonic Hazards, Weather Hazards and Climate Change)
3.1.2 Section B: The living world (Ecosystems, Tropical Rainforests and Hot Deserts)
3.1.3 Section C: Physical landscapes in the UK (UK landscapes, Rivers landscapes, Coastal landscapes)
Paper 2- Challenges in the human environment
3.2.1 Section A: Urban issues and challenges (Urbanisation in an LIC/NEE, Urban Change in the UK, Sustainable Urban Developments)
3.2.2 Section B: The changing economic world (Development Gap, a study of an NEE, Changing UK Economy)
· 3.2.3 Section C: The challenge of resource management (Resource management and the study of one resource which is of limited supply)
Paper 3- Geographical applications and Geographical skills
· 3.3.1 Section A: Issue evaluation (12 weeks prior to their year 11 exam a resource booklet will be released)
· 3.3.2 Section B: Fieldwork (students must go on both a human Geography fieldtrip and a physical Geography fieldtrip)
· 3.3.3 Geographical enquiry (students will complete two geographical enquiries where they are required to present, analyse and draw conclusions from the data gathered on their fieldtrips and they will then have to evaluate the enquiry)
· 3.4 Geographical skills (Map skills, Graph skills and Statistical skills) 

Studying places and cultures will lead to an improved understanding of societies and economies. You will study places in depth. 




	
General course information
If you have enjoyed learning about Geography at key stage 3 and have achieved good results, then you should seriously consider taking Geography as one of your GCSE options. It is a demanding course, and will require you to work hard and to make the most of the lessons. There is both a strong literacy and maths element in the course, and you will be required to answer both short and extended answers. You will learn to appreciate the differences and similarities between people
Geography is a new breed of GCSEs where the content is more focused allowing you more time to develop subject specific and transferable skills which colleges and employers wish to see.  The course focuses on the interactions between human and physical geography and stresses the importance that people’s perceptions and attitudes have upon different aspects of Geographical study. You will develop skills such as problem solving, decision making, synthesising ideas, identifying issues and communicating findings through the undertaking of a fieldwork investigation, individually and as part of a team. All of these are key skills employers crave.

The teaching of the GCSE in Geography aims to inspire intrigue into the world around you and equip you with the skills needed to understand the key issues within 21st Century Geography such as adapting to an urban future, economic progress, globalisation, the management of world resources, sustainable development, urban decay, environmental degradation, climate change, and natural disasters.  It is a dynamic subject, where an appreciation of the world and current affairs is fundamentally important.

Fieldtrips:
In order for pupils to complete their GCSE in Geography it is essential that we complete two fieldtrips, we will request a voluntary contribution to ensure the successful running of these trips. A voluntary contribution of £40 will help to pay for the costs of running the trips (£20 per trip), which mainly consists of coach hire (for the Physical Geography trip) and insurance. We also will use this contribution towards hiring experts to give a guided tour which ensures students get the most up to date information from current leading experts in their field (human fieldwork). This fee also includes in entrance fees to sites for the trips.

Having Geography in your list of options can lead to a variety of jobs:

· With Art and Technology - Advertising, architecture, cartography, landscape architecture.
· With Science - Agriculture, environmental health, ecology, nature conservation.
· With Business Studies and Economics - Banking, business, marketing, finance, travel, tourism.
· With History and Religious Education - Archaeology, law, libraries, museums, publishing, research, social work.
With Languages - Working overseas, translator, bilingual secretary, travel, tourism.
· There are also jobs in leisure services, sports and recreation, surveying, town planning, transport, ICT, GIS (Geographical Information Systems), teaching and many more. 

For further information contact Mr Cannon, Head of Geography, Mr Thurley, Associate Assistant Head Teacher and/or visit aqa.org.uk/geographygcse.





	
(C):  History
Optional Subject


	Full course title:
	GCSE (9-1) History

	Course Code:
	1H10		QAN 601/8092/4

	Examination Board
	EdExcel

	Qualification to be obtained:
	GCSE

	
GCSE History is a linear exam, with three exam papers sat at the end of Year 11. There is no coursework or controlled assessment, the grade is based solely on the students’ performance in the examinations. 


	Assessment Information

· Paper 1: Thematic study and historic environment. 30% of the GCSE Grade - 1 hour 15 minutes examination paper. 1 hour and 20 minutes. 
· Paper 2: Period study and British depth study. 40% of the GCSE Grade – 1 hour 45 minutes examination paper. 1 hour and 50 minutes.
· Paper 3: Modern depth study. 30% of the GCSE Grade – 1 hour 20 minutes examination paper. 1 hour and 30 minutes.

Subject content:

Crime and punishment in Britain, c1000–present and Whitechapel, c1870–c1900: crime, policing and the inner city
This is assessed in paper 1. Students will study the following themes:
· Crime and punishment in medieval England. Includes a case study on the influence of the Church in the early 13th century.
· Crime and punishment in early modern England. Includes case studies on the Gunpowder Plot and the witch-hunts of 1645-1647
· Crime and punishment in 18th and 19th century Britain. Includes case studies of Pentonville prison in the mid-19th century and development of the Metropolitan Police Force.
· Crime and punishment in modern Britain. Include case studies of conscientious objectors in the world wars and the abolition of the death penalty.
· Whitechapel c1870-c1900: crime, policing and the inner city.

Early Elizabethan England (1558 – 1588) 
This is assessed in paper 2. Students will study the following themes:
· Queen, government and religion, 1558-69
· Challenges to Elizabeth at home and abroad, 1569-88
· Elizabethan society in the Age of Exploration, 1558-88

Superpower relations and the Cold War, 1941–91
This is assessed in paper 2. Students will study the following themes:
· The origins of the Cold War, 1941-58
· Cold War crises, 1958-70
· The end of the Cold War, 1970-91







Weimar and Nazi Germany, 1918–39
This is assessed in paper 3. Students will study the following themes:
· The Weimer Republic 1918-29
· Hitler’s rise to power, 1919-33
· Nazi control and dictatorship, 1933-39
· Life in Nazi Germany, 1933-39

The students will be assessed on their historical knowledge and understanding, ability to explain and analyse historical events and periods using concepts, to analyse, evaluate and use sources, and to analyse, evaluate and make judgements about interpretations. 


	

	General course information
If you have enjoyed History at key stage 3, have an interest in how society has developed and enjoy learning about where we have come from, have achieved good results, then GCSE History will be a very worthwhile option. It is a demanding course, with source evaluation work as well as extended writing. Not only will you further your own interest in history from a range of time periods, you will also develop many desirable skills, such as analysis, evaluation, piecing together evidence, etc. You will also learn about how not just British society and values have developed and changed over time, but also how other areas were affected by key events. 
History is a highly desirable subject, not just for college and university, but also by many employers. History can lead to careers such as:

· Advertising Executive
· Civil Service
· Consultancy work
· Journalist
· Marketing
· Public Relations
· Solicitor
For further information contact Mr Cannon or visit https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/history-2016.html







	
(D):  French
Core for EBACC Pathway/Optional Subject 


	Full course title:
	GCSE French (Full Course)  

	Course code:
	8652		QAN 610/2790/X


	Examination Board:
	AQA

	Qualification to be obtained:
	GCSE

	

	
Who is this option for? 

Studying a foreign language will significantly increase your job prospects and equip you with a range of transferrable skills that are highly valued by colleges and universities. Future employers will admire the motivation and commitment you will have demonstrated in learning a second language up to GCSE level, making you a desirable candidate in any employment sector. With this in mind, we have devised an exciting course to make French lessons relevant, accessible and enjoyable for all learners. Having studied French for three years, you are currently in an excellent position to take your language skills to the next level and really enhance your CV at the same time. 

Assessment Information

	
This qualification is linear, meaning that there will be no coursework or controlled assessment as part of the course. Depending on their progress over the first few terms, students will be entered at either foundation or higher tier level to ensure that they achieve their full academic potential. In the summer term of 2026, students will sit 4 exam papers:

Paper 1: Listening Examination  	25%
Paper 2: Speaking Examination 	25%
Paper 3: Reading Examination  	25%
Paper 4: Writing Examination 	25% 

They will be graded against the following assessment objectives:

AO1: understand and respond to spoken language in speaking and in writing
AO2: understand and respond to written language in speaking and in writing
AO3: demonstrate understanding and accurate application of the grammar and vocabulary prescribed in the specification.


	General Course Information

During the GCSE course, you will study language based around 3 enjoyable and relevant themes:

· People and lifestyle
· Popular culture
· Communication and the world around us
These themes are divided into more recognisable sub-topics such as free time activities, holidays, school life, the environment, media, social issues, technology, and many more.





	
We teach French using a wide range of teaching methods. Students will develop all 4 language skills evenly whilst developing their understanding of grammar and enhancing their vocabulary. We use a range of materials including presentations, digital textbooks, Google Classroom, film and video clips, online teaching tools and a variety of authentic texts and recordings in the target language. All of our GCSE language students are currently taught in mixed ability groups and teaching is adapted to meet the individual needs of each learner.

If circumstances permit, students will be given the opportunity to put their language skills into practice, with an optional visit to France.

How might this subject help me in the future?

French is the fastest growing language in the world and is, therefore, an increasingly popular choice for those wanting to speak a second language. The transferrable skills acquired when learning another language are sought after by UK employers. As a French speaker, you will have increased travel opportunities and cultural understanding, as French is not just spoken in France, but in several other European and African countries.
Language skills can lead directly into a career in translating, interpreting or teaching, and are also in demand in areas such as tourism, finance, law and business. In reality, any career will be enhanced with a language qualification.

	French can be continued at A level (Grade 6 or 7 is usually a requirement) or vocational studies such as Travel and Tourism. Many people find that picking up a new language later in life is much easier having previously studied French up to GCSE level.

Many of the Russell Group universities and some top sixth form schools now request that students have studied a language at GCSE.

For further information contact Mr Deane, Head of Modern Foreign Languages.
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(E) Separate Sciences
Optional subject

Please note that pupils opting for this course must have achieved at least a Grade 5 at the end of Key Stage 3.


	
Examinations syllabus: 	Separate Sciences (Biology, Chemistry and Physics).
Course Code:		8461 Biology		QAN 601/8752/9
				8462 Chemistry	QAN 601/8757/8
				8463 Physics		QAN 601/8751/7
Examination board: 		AQA
Qualification to be obtained:	GCSE

Students may opt to study Separate Science, leading to three GCSE qualifications in biology, chemistry and physics, instead of studying Combined Science.  As this requires additional study time, this will occupy one of the option choices.   All examinations will be taken at the end of Year 11, as all courses in science are linear.

Although this option is for students with a keen interest in and aptitude for science, it is particularly recommended to those students considering studying Advanced level science.  The separate sciences broaden and deepen students understanding of the three sciences and maximises progression to Advanced Level.  It provides an opportunity for further developing an understanding of scientific concepts and the role of science in an increasingly scientific and technological world.  It also offers students a deep insight into the practical skills used by scientists in real life situations, by providing challenging and stimulating practical activities. Scientific understanding is changing our lives and is vital to the world’s future prosperity. The skills developed are relevant to a variety of jobs, not those that involve science.

The three GCSE Science qualifications enable students to:
· Develop scientific knowledge and conceptual understanding through the specific disciplines of chemistry, biology and physics.
· Develop understanding of the nature, processes and methods of science, through different types of scientific enquiries that help them to answer scientific questions about the world around them.
· Develop and learn to apply observational, practical, modelling, enquiry, problem- solving skills in the laboratory, in the field and in other learning environments.
· Develop their ability to evaluate claims based on science through critical analysis of the methodology, evidence and conclusions, both qualitatively and quantitatively.

Assessment
The Separate Science course is a two year linear course.  At the end of the course students will sit six examination papers, two each on biology, chemistry and physics.  The papers are equally weighted at 50% of the qualification. 15% of the marks in the examinations will be based on a range of core practical tasks per subject that all students must complete during the course.  Students will take either higher or foundation papers, depending on ability.  The grades achieved will conform to the new GCSE grading system of grades 1-9 (9 being the highest grade).




For further information contact Mrs Gallimore, Faculty Leader for Science





	
(F):  Spanish (ab initio) 
Core for EBACC Pathway/Optional Subject 


	
Full course title:
	
GCSE Spanish (Full Course)  

	Course code:
	8692		QAN 610/3530/0

	Examination Board:
	AQA

	Qualification to be obtained:
	GCSE

	

Who is this option for? 

If you are a keen and able linguist who has engaged well in French lessons over the past few years, this could be an exciting option for you. Studying any foreign language will significantly increase your job prospects and equip you with a range of transferrable skills that are highly valued by colleges and universities. Future employers will admire the motivation and commitment you will have demonstrated in learning a second language up to GCSE level, making you a desirable candidate in any employment sector.

This beginners GCSE course will take you from year 7 to GCSE in just 18 months. Please be aware that due to the accelerated pace of learning, students will receive a lot more homework than they would if continuing French beyond key stage 3.

Any student who is thinking about picking Spanish must speak to Mr Deane before attending their options interview. Unfortunately, this course is not suitable for everybody and it is essential that you have approval from the MFL faculty before adding this subject to your options form.

Assessment Information

	
This qualification is linear, meaning that there will be no coursework or controlled assessment as part of the course. Depending on their progress over the first few terms, students will be entered at either foundation or higher tier level to ensure that they achieve their full academic potential. In the summer term of 2026, students will sit 4 exam papers:

Paper 1: Listening Examination  	25%
Paper 2: Speaking Examination 	25%
Paper 3: Reading Examination  	25%
Paper 4: Writing Examination 	25% 

They will be graded against the following assessment objectives:

AO1: understand and respond to spoken language in speaking and in writing
AO2: understand and respond to written language in speaking and in writing
AO3: demonstrate understanding and accurate application of the grammar and vocabulary prescribed in the specification.





	

General Course Information

During the GCSE course, you will study language based around 3 enjoyable and relevant themes:

· People and lifestyle
· Popular culture
· Communication and the world around us
These themes are divided into more recognisable sub-topics such as free time activities, holidays, school life, the environment, media, social issues, technology, and many more.

We teach Spanish using a wide range of teaching methods. Students will develop all 4 language skills evenly whilst developing their understanding of grammar and enhancing their vocabulary. We use a range of materials including presentations, digital textbooks, Google Classroom, film and video clips, online teaching tools and a variety of authentic texts and recordings in the target language. All of our GCSE language students are currently taught in mixed ability groups and teaching is adapted to meet the individual needs of each learner.

If circumstances permit, students will be given the opportunity to put their language skills into practice, with an optional visit to Spain.


	If you wish to discuss whether or not this course might be suitable for your child, please contact Mr Deane, Head of Modern Foreign Languages.





Section 3: Optional Courses
	
(A):  Art and Design (Art, Craft & Design)
Optional Subject


	
Course Title
	
Art & Design (Art, Craft & Design) 

	Course code:
	8201/C                QAN 601/8088/2

	Examination Board:
	AQA

	Qualification to be obtained:

	General Certificate of Secondary Education (GCSE)

	

	Assessment
	External/Internal Marking
	% Total Mark
	Duration

	
	Internally marked with visiting moderator
	60% Coursework
40% Externally set task
	No time limit
10 weeks preparation followed by 10 hour exam

	Course content

	Overview 

Fine art practice is the exploration of an idea, experience, theme or issue of personal significance. Students have the opportunity to work in one or more area(s) of fine art, such as: 
· drawing
· painting
· sculpture
· installation
· lens-/light-based media 
· photography and the moving image
· printmaking
· mixed media
· land art

They may explore overlapping areas and combinations of areas. 
Component 1: Portfolio 
Over year 10 and the first two terms of Year 11, students develop a portfolio of work. The portfolio must include both: 
1. A sustained project developed in response to a subject, theme, task or brief evidencing the journey from initial engagement with an idea(s) to the realisation of intentions. 
2. A selection of further work resulting from activities such as trials and experiments; skills-based workshops; mini and/or foundation projects; responses to gallery, museum or site visits; work placements; independent study and evidence of the student’s specific role in any group work undertaken. 

Component 1 is completed at the end of March in Year 11; it forms 60% of the final mark. 
Component 2: Externally set assignment 
AQA provide an externally set assignment with seven different starting points. Students select and respond to one starting point from their chosen title. Students develop their chosen theme over a period of 10 weeks, which is followed by 10 hours of supervised exam time to create a final response. This component is 40% of the final mark. 









	
Please note: 
· Students will have the opportunity to choose from the following art subjects at GCSE: art and photography or both. 
· Students wishing to take art must have attitude and homework assessed as “good” throughout Year 9. 
· To be accepted for GCSE art, students must be “working at” or above the expected standard in year 9. Students who are “working towards” may still be accepted based on an assessment of their motivation for the subject and independent learning skills. Please discuss your intention to select art with your class teacher. 
· GCSE Art and Photography students are expected to stay behind after school for at least once a week so as to complete coursework. Teachers are expected to constantly monitor the student’s coursework as an exam requirement.
 


	Additional resources and supporting activities

	Students studying Art have access to the Art department as well as Photography resources. These include: large, bright art rooms; resources and equipment for a wide range of media and techniques; screen printing equipment; ceramics equipment and kilns. From 2018 onwards students will also have access to photography equipment and software such as Adobe Photoshop, studio lighting for photographic shoots, digital DSLR cameras; sublimation printer; digital embroidery machine; sewing machines; fabric dyeing and printing as batik making equipment. 
· The department has a full complement of enthusiastic teachers ready to help you succeed in your GCSE Art course.
· Catch up sessions are offered after school throughout the week and students are expected to attend these sessions.
· Trips are regularly organised to art galleries, museums, parks, aquariums and zoos for GCSE students.  These cost normally in the region of £30.
· Art kit – student purchase an art kit at the cost of normally around £30. This kit contains essential materials for use while completing coursework at home.
· The BBC Bitesize website and other websites below have a wealth of information that will help you with your coursework. They can be accessed via the links below:

· Useful Websites:
· https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/art-and-design/gcse/art-and-design-8201-8206
https://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/z6hs34j
https://www.tate.org.uk/art
https://www.npg.org.uk
https://saatchigallery.com


For further information contact Mr Sunday, Head of Art and Photography





	
(B):  Art and Design (Photography GCSE)
Optional Subject


	Course Title
	Art & Design (Photography) 

	Course code:
	8206/C                QAN 601/8088/2

	Examination Board:
	AQA

	Qualification to be obtained:


	GCSE


	
	

	Assessment
	Title
	External / Internal Marking 

	% Total Mark 

	Duration 


	
	Photography
	Internally marked with visiting moderator. 

	60% Coursework 
40% Externally set task 
	No time limit 
10 weeks preparation time followed by 10-hour exam. 

	
Course content

	Overview 

Photography is the practice of producing images using light-sensitive materials such as photographic film, or digital methods of development and production to create static or moving images. Students have the opportunity to work in one or more area(s) of photography, such as: 
· portraiture
· location photography
· studio photography
experimental imagery
· installation 
· documentary photography
· photo-journalism
· moving image: film, video and animation 
· fashion photography

They may explore overlapping areas and combinations of areas. 
Component 1: Portfolio 
Over year 10 and the first two terms of year 11, students develop a portfolio of work. The portfolio must include both: 
· A sustained project developed in response to a subject, theme, task or brief evidencing the journey from initial engagement with an idea(s) to the realisation of intentions. 
· A selection of further work resulting from activities such as trials and experiments; skills-based workshops; mini and/or foundation projects; responses to gallery, museum or site visits; work placements; independent study and evidence of the student’s specific role in any group work undertaken. 

Component 1 is completed at the end of December in Year 11; it forms 60% of the final mark. 
Component 2: Externally set assignment 
AQA provide an externally set assignment with seven different starting points. Students select and respond to one starting point from their chosen title. Students develop their chosen theme over a period of 10 weeks, which is followed by 10 hours of supervised exam time to create a final response. This component is 40% of the final mark. 


	
Please note: 
· Students may opt to study both art and photography at GCSE level.
· Students opting to take Photography must have attitude and homework assessed as “good” throughout Year 9. We recommend students complete all the photography homework options in Year 9 if they intend to select photography for GCSE. 
· GCSE Art and Photography students are expected to stay behind after school for at least once a week so as to complete coursework. Teachers are expected to constantly monitor the student’s coursework as a requirement by the exams body.


	Additional resources and supporting activities

	Students studying photography have access to the Art department resources. These include: large, bright art rooms; resources and equipment for a wide range of media and techniques; screen printing equipment; ceramics equipment and kiln; sublimation printer; digital embroidery machine; sewing machines; fabric dyeing and printing equipment as well as batik equipment. In addition, students will have access to studio lighting for photographic shoots; digital DSLR cameras, industry leading, Creative Cloud range of creative software including Adobe’s Photoshop, Lightroom and Bridge software. To use both in school and at home.
· The department has full complement of enthusiastic teachers ready to help you succeed in your GCSE Photography course.
· Catch up sessions are offered after school throughout the week and students are expected to attend these sessions.
· Trips are often organised to art galleries, museums, parks, aquariums and zoos for GCSE students. This creates opportunities for various forms of photography shoots. 
· The cost of these trips is normally in the region of around £30.
· The BBC Bitesize website and other websites below have a wealth of information that will help you with your coursework. They can be accessed via the links below:

Useful Websites:
· https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/art-and-design/gcse/art-and-design-8201-8206
https://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/z6hs34j
https://www.npg.org.uk/collections/about/photographs-collection
https://www.tate.org.uk/art
https://www.theguardian.com/artanddesign/photography
https://www.1854.photography
https://www.vam.ac.uk/



For further information contact Mr Sunday, Head of Art and Photography







	
(C):  Business
Optional Subject


	Full Course Title:
	Business (9-1)

	Course Code:
	J204		QAN 603/0295/1

	Examination Board:
	OCR

	Qualification to be obtained:
	GCSE

	
Why choose Business?

- It is relevant to the world of work.
- There are real opportunities to progress in education or employment. 
- You will gain valuable skills such as creativity, problem-solving and teamwork.
- When you leave school and wish to get a job, you will understand a little more about the way a business works. 
- If you choose not to become an employee, you will perhaps have the skills and knowledge to start your own business.

Qualification content: 

The course provides pupils with the skills and knowledge to make informed choices about a wide range of further learning opportunities and career pathways as well as develop life skills that enable them to become financially and commercially aware.

Unit 1: Business activity, marketing and people
Pupils are introduced to business concepts and issues concerning the activities of a business. They explore the purpose and role of a business from spotting an opportunity through to the growth of an established business. They also look at the role of marketing and human resources.

Unit 2: Operations, finance and influences on business
Pupils take a closer look at the role of operations and finance in business activity. Operations include production processes, quality of goods and services, customer service, and working with suppliers. Finance covers its role, its sources, costs, profit and loss and cash flow.

They also explore how business responds to external influences, such as ethical and environmental considerations, the economic climate and globalisation, and the interdependent nature of business.

Assessment 

	Component
	Duration
	Weighting

	Unit 1: Business activity, marketing and people
	1 hour 30 minutes
	50%

	Unit 2: Operations, finance and influences on business
	1 hour 30 minutes
	50%



Greater use is made of Business Maths (minimum of 10% of overall marks) at the level of Key Stage 3 Maths. Both question papers have a section with multiple choice questions. Greater focus is made of business decision making, requiring students to apply theoretical concepts to various business scenarios.




For further information contact Ms Bolger, Head of Business Studies
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(D): Citizenship Studies
Optional Subject


	
Full course title:
	
GCSE (9-1) Citizenship Studies

	Course code:
	8100		QAN601/8595/8

	Examination Board:
	AQA

	Qualification to be obtained:
	GCSE

	
Assessment Information

	
Paper 1: 50% - 1 hour 45 minutes
Paper 2: 50% - 1 hour 45 minutes 


	General Course Information

	
Component 1: Active Citizenship

Pupils will be required to plan and carry out a campaign of their choice, the aim of which will be to influence a decision maker. Pupils will also learn about different methods of protest and examples of effective campaigns in the present and past.

Component 2: Politics and Participation

Pupils will learn about aspects of political life in Britain. We will look at different forms of democracy, how others are governed, the role of Government, Parliament, and the monarchy. We will look at the different law-making bodies in the country, the role of the police and judiciary. 

Component 3: Life in Modern Britain

Pupils will explore the main principles and values that underpin British society, issues of diversity and migration in the UK and how the UK interacts with the wider world.

Component 4: Rights and Responsibilities

Pupils will be learning about laws in Britain and the underlying principles upon which our laws are based. We will be looking at the role of the U.K.s legal systems and how they have developed over time.  We will also be looking at rights, how they are protected and how international law impacts Britain.

Pupils most suited to taking GCSE Citizenship Studies are those who may be:
· Interested in studying government and politics, sociology or law;
· interested in working in the legal system;
· interested in society and human rights;
· interested in Interested in working in law, politics, or the voluntary sector;
· interested in working in the public services. 


	Further Course Details
Citizenship complements the following A Level courses: Government and Politics, Law, Citizenship, Sociology and Philosophy.  Pupils may also go on to study a BTEC in Public Services.


	For further information please see Ms Hampton, Head of Social Sciences
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(E): Design &Technology: BTEC Award in Construction & Built Environment
Optional Subject


	
Full course title:
	
BTEC Award in Construction and the Built Environment

	Course code:
	603/7051/8

	Examination Board:
	Edexcel

	Qualification to be obtained:
	Level 2 BTEC Award

	

	Assessment Information

	Candidates will complete three core units.

The core modules are as follows:

· Construction Technology. This unit covers the different forms of construction that can be used for low-rise offices, retail units and homes. There will be an understanding of structural properties of buildings and the exploration of how substructures and superstructures are constructed. This unit will be externally assessed as an exam which will be held at the end of the course. The exam will be one hour thirty minutes. 
· Construction in Practice. Students will develop a broad understanding of the construction industry, the sort of tasks it undertakes and the contribution it makes to the wider community. This involves working with a range of tools and carpentry processes. This component will introduce learners to commonly used hand tools, equipment and craft skills needed in the creation of the built environment and how to select and use materials in order to safely produce quality outcomes.
· Construction and Design. Learners will gain an understanding of clients’ needs and develop skills in producing building design briefs and sketches that consider construction constraints.

The externally assessed unit uses an examination as its method of assessment; this will be completed at the end of the course.  All other units are internally assessed. Candidates must earn enough points in all units to achieve an award. All work is practical based however there is research work to be undertaken, therefore the ability to work independently is important.


	General Course Information

	
BTEC qualifications are designed to provide specialist work-related qualifications in a range of sectors. They have been developed to provide the knowledge, understanding and skills necessary to prepare learners for employment and/or provide career development.


	Further Course details


	This course is a BTEC Level 1/2 Award in construction and the built environment.
	L1 Pass  equivalent to a Grade 1.25 in GCSE
L1 Merit equivalent to a Grade 2 in GCSE
L1 Distinction equivalent to a Grade 3 in GCSE
	L2 Pass  equivalent to a Grade 4 in GCSE
L2 Merit  equivalent to a Grade 5.5 in GCSE
L2 Distinction equivalent to a Grade 7 in GCSE
L2 Distinction * equivalent to a Grade 8.5 in GCSE




	
For further information please contact Miss Boyse, Head of Design & Technology  





	
(F): Design & Technology:  Textiles
Optional Subject


	
Full course title:
	
GCSE (9-1) Design and Technology.

	Course code:
	C600QS              QAN603/1121/6

	Examination Board:
	EDUQAS

	Qualification to be obtained:
	GCSE (9-1)

	
Assessment Information

	

	Unit 1: Written exam (2 hours) – 50%
Unit 2: NEA Coursework (40 hours)  - 50%

The course is assessed through two units. 

· Unit 1 is a 2 hour written exam which consists of two sections. Section A assesses candidates’ knowledge on core Design and Technology principles whilst section B focusses on Fashion and Textiles. Learners will develop a broad understanding of Design and Technology and will be asked to show a range of skills including their understanding of techniques and processes used in the industry, their knowledge of materials in reference to products and problem solving through innovative design. 

· Unit 2 is a non-exam practical assessment where candidates produce a textile product alongside a supporting portfolio. The coursework is based on a theme that is decided by the exam board. Learners will explore the theme through a range of research tasks, develop design ideas, use fashion industry processes and techniques to make a useable prototype of a product and analyse and evaluate the successes of their outcome. 

	General Course Information

	
Throughout the course candidates will develop a broad understanding in the following areas: 

· Materials and Components (fabrics, smart textiles and fastenings) 
· Tools and Equipment (hand tools, sewing machine, overlocker, computer-aided design and manufacture)
· Industrial and Commercial Processes (scale of production, material construction, surface treatments, construction processes, shaping techniques, health and safety and quality control)
· Research and Analysing Products (specification criteria, materials and components, manufacturing processes)
· Designing Products (design process, communication techniques and application of knowledge and understanding)
· Sustainability and Environmental Issues (minimising waste production, renewable sources of energy and climate control)
· Ethical Design and Manufacture (moral, social and cultural issues)


	Further Course Details

	
Some of the GCSE courses complement each other well and students do have the option to choose two or three Design and Technology and Art options. However, candidates should be mindful of workload and opting for more than one Design and Technology subject would require a large amount of coursework to be completed. 
For further information contact Miss Boyse, Head of the Design & Technology
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(G): Design & Technology:   Timbers
Optional Subject


	
Full course title:
	
GCSE (9-1) Design and Technology

	Course code:
	1DTO		QAN: 603/0698/1

	Examination Board:
	EDEXCEL

	Qualification to be obtained:
	GCSE (9-1)

	
Assessment Information

	

	
Unit 1: NEA Coursework  (40 hours) - 50%
Unit 2: Written Exam (1 hour 45 minutes) - 50%


	General Course Information

	
Materials used:	Woods, metals, polymers (plastics), composites, modern and smart materials, textiles, mechanisms and Electronic systems.

The course will involve researching, designing, making, testing and evaluating products made from a wide range of materials including timbers, metal and plastics and learning about the materials and techniques needed to make them.  CAD/CAM will be an integral part of the course.  

All the areas below will be included in the course:

· Materials and Components (Woods, metals, polymers (plastics), composites, modern and smart materials, textiles, mechanisms and Electronic systems.
· Tools and equipment
· Industrial and commercial processes (Scale of production, material processing and forming, joining methods, adhesives, heat treatment, finishing techniques, manufacturing processes for batch production, health and safety)
· Analysing Products (specification criteria, materials and components, manufacturing processes)
· Designing Products (specification criteria, designing skills, application of knowledge and understanding)
· Technology (ICT, digital media and new technology, CAD/CAM)
· Sustainability (minimising waste production, renewable sources of energy, climate control)
· Ethical design and manufacture (moral, social and cultural issues)


	Further Course Details

	
Some of the GCSE courses complement each other well and students do have the option to choose two or three Design and Technology and Art subjects. However, candidates should be mindful of workload and opting for more than one Design and Technology subject would require students to produce a large amount of coursework. 

For further information contact Miss Boyse, Head of the Design & Technology







	
(H: Drama
Optional Subject


	
Full course title:
	
Drama

	Course code:
	1DR01		QAN: 601/8491/7

	Examination Board:
	Edexcel

	Qualification to be obtained:
	GCSE (9-1)

	

	Why Study GCSE Drama?

The study of GCSE Drama can help encourage the following: 
focus, confidence, memory skills, concentration, self-esteem, conversation, social skills, presentational skills, negotiation skills, leadership skills, creativity, imagination, literacy, and written analytical skills.

Drama lessons can stimulate students to be fully involved and motivated. Still, the merits of a Drama qualification do not end there:
· Drama helps students develop tolerance and empathy. Adopting a role requires an appreciation of others' perceptions. Drama can help create globally functional, tolerant, and marketable citizens in today's global society.
· Pupils can experience new roles or problems and explore actions and consequences safely and realistically, removed from complications such experiences may have in the real world.
· Drama provides new ways of communicating and understanding others. Drama students' oral skills can improve, and they may enjoy increased confidence.
· Drama students learn to cooperate with others, listening to and accepting the contributions of their peers.
· Drama can enrich students' educational experience and support traditional subjects – written work forms part of the course, and analytical, evaluative and coherent critical writing skills are developed, supporting all other subjects.

In 2013, the Russell Group asked the HR departments of all the FTSE 250 companies what the two most important qualities they looked for in an employee were.  The two most common answers were teamwork and communication- both implicit in drama lessons.

Is this the right subject for me?

To be the right candidate for Drama GCSE, you need to answer 'yes' to the following questions:
· Do you enjoy expressing yourself in an active, practical and exciting way?
· Do you like working in a group?
· Are you prepared to contribute your ideas and take those of others on board?
· Do you like exploring serious issues by putting yourself in other people's shoes?
· Are you able to focus and sustain your concentration?
· Do you want to create and perform your Drama work?
· Are you able to approach serious emotional Drama with maturity?
· Do you want to study plays written by other people?
· Are you willing to complete weekly written drama Homework?
· Are you prepared to sit a written examination at the end of Year 11?
· Do you prefer being assessed practically? (Some of the Drama marks are based on your practical performance)



	

	

	
If you answer "Yes!" then GCSE Drama is your ideal subject and WELCOME on board.


	

	Component 1: Devising 
Non-examination assessment 40% of the qualification – 60 marks Content overview 
● Create and develop a devised piece from a stimulus (free choice for centre). 
● Performance of this devised piece or design realisation for this performance. 
● Analyse and evaluate the devising process and performance. 
● Performer or designer routes available.

Component 2: Performance from Text 
Non-examination assessment
20% of the qualification – 48 marks
Content overview
● Students will either perform in and/or design for two essential extracts from a performance
text.
● Centre choice of performance text.
● Performer or designer routes available.



	Component 3: Theatre Makers in Practice 
Written examination: 1 hour 45 minutes
40% of the qualification – 60 marks
Content overview
● Practical exploration and study of one complete performance text.
● Choice of 12 performance texts.
● Live theatre evaluation.


	

	For further information contact Mrs Harvey, Drama Teacher

	




	
(H): Food Preparation and Nutrition
Optional Subject


	
Full course title:
	
Food Preparation and Nutrition

	Course code:
	8585		QAN: 601/8421/8

	Examination Board:
	AQA

	Qualification to be obtained:
	GCSE (9-1)

	
Assessment Information

	
Unit 1: 2 hour exam  - 50%
Unit 2: Non Exam Assessment (NEA) – 50%
			

	General Course Information

	
You will be taught how to cook a wide variety of food products, using a range of techniques and cooking methods. You will learn about nutrition and the importance of healthy food choices. You will look into where food comes from and how it is processed.

All the areas below will be included in the course:

· Food preparation skills 
· Food, nutrition and health
· Food science
· Food safety
· Food choice
· Food provenance
· Food preparation and cooking techniques.

The Non Exam Assessment (NEA) component will provide opportunities for a focussed investigation into the science behind the food that you make as well as a chance to create your own three course meal within a timed, three hour assessment period, at the end of year 11.


	Further Course Details

	
Some of the GCSE courses complement each other and some students do have the option to choose two or three Design and Technology and Art subjects.  However, candidates should be mindful of workload and opting for more than one Design and Technology subject would require students to produce a large amount of coursework.

For further information contact Miss Boyse, Head of the Design & Technology 







	
(I):  Health and Fitness
Optional subject

It will not be possible to study this course alongside Sport Science


	
Full course title:			Technical Award in Health and Fitness
Course Code:			603/2650/5
Examination board: 			NCFE
Qualification to be obtained:	VCert Level 1/2

V Certs are technical alternative qualifications to GCSEs at Key Stage 4 holding Department for Education (DfE) performance points and recognised in the Progress 8 Measure.

This qualification shows learners how to: 
· understand and identify the main body systems and their functions 
· understand the Principles of Training and FITT 
· explore how physical activities effect the body in the short- and long-term 
· understand how relevant fitness tests can be used for specific health and skill components of fitness 
· understand different lifestyle analysis tools and how to apply them 
· Create a health and fitness programme. 

Unit 01 –Introduction to body systems and principles of training in health and fitness
Externally assessed written exam (1hour 30 mins) - 40%

Written examination:
· 80 marks 
· 1hour 30 mins
· A mixture of multiple choice, short answer and extended response.

If the exam is not passed learners will have one opportunity to re-sit.

Unit 02 – Understand how to test and develop components of fitness
Internal synoptic Project - 60%

Learners will not undertake this project until all teaching of Unit 1 and 2 has been covered.
Project brief will be released in the December (use the one that is released in year 11).
Learners will have one opportunity to resubmit.

Project released in December
1st Submission March
2nd submission May


For further information contact Mr Reynolds, Faculty Leader for  PE 






	
 (J):  Health and Social Care
Optional Subject


	Full course title:
	Health and Social Care

	QAN code:
	603/7047/6/5

	Examination Board:
	Edexcel/Pearson

	Qualification to be obtained:
	BTEC Tech Award 

	

	As the BTEC Tech Award in Health and Social Care is a practical introduction to life and work in the sector, students will be able to:
• develop their knowledge and understanding of the sector
• appreciate the importance of care values
• analyse and evaluate the skills used in this sector.

Component 1 - Human Lifespan Development – 30% 
Assessment: internally assessed assignments.

In Component 1 you will:
• explore how individuals develop physically, emotionally, socially and intellectually over time;
• investigate how various factors, events and choices may impact on individuals’ growth and  
  development; 
• discover how people adapt to life events and cope with making changes.

Component 2 – Health and Social Care Services – 30%
Assessment: internally assessed assignments

In Component 2 you will:
• learn which health and social care services are available;
• identify why people might need to use these services;
• discover who’s involved in providing these services;
• explore what might stop people from accessing the services they need;
• look at the care values the sector has to make sure people get the care and protection they need.

Component 3 – Health and Well-being – 40%
Assessment: Externally assessed task, in which students create a health and wellbeing improvement plan for someone based on a brief.

In component 3 you will:
• learn what ‘being healthy’ means to different people;
• explore the different factors that might influence health and wellbeing;
• identify key health indicators and how to interpret them;
• assess someone’s health using what they’ve learned;
• create a health and wellbeing improvement plan for that person which includes targets and 
  recommendations of support services available;
• reflect on the potential challenges the person may face when putting the plan into action.

The grading element of this course is as follows:

	L1 Pass  equivalent to a Grade 1.25 in GCSE
L1 Merit equivalent to a Grade 2 in GCSE 
L1 Distinction equivalent to a Grade 3 in GCSE

	L2 Pass  equivalent to a Grade 4 in GCSE
L2 Merit  equivalent to a Grade 5.5 in GCSE
L2 Distinction equivalent to a Grade 7 in GCSE
L2 Distinction * equivalent to a Grade 8.5 in GCSE

	
For further information contact Dr Crawley, Assistant Head Teacher

	



	(K): Information Technology - Creative iMedia Level 1/Level 2 
Optional Subject

		Full course title:
	OCR - Cambridge Nationals Level 1/Level2 - IT(J834) 

	QAN code:
	603/7090/7

	Examination Board:
	OCR

	Qualification to be obtained:
	Technical Award in iMedia (J834)




	Course Overview:
Cambridge Nationals J834 is a vocational qualification offered by Cambridge Assessment International Education. Successful completion of this qualification can provide you with skills and knowledge relevant to the IT and digital media industries. For this qualification, students must achieve three units: one externally assessed and two Non-Examined Assessment (NEA) units.

Cambridge National in Creative iMedia will inspire and equip you with the confidence to use skills that are relevant to the digital media sector and the wider industry. It’s a vocational qualification, equivalent in value to a GCSE and contains both practical and theoretical elements.
	
As part of the Cambridge National, you will cover:
· How media products get their meaning across, create impact and appeal to people
· How to create original digital graphics for specific audiences
· Designing and creating original characters and comics
· How to plan and create animations with audio
· Creating, testing and making playable digital games
You’ll develop a range of skills to help you succeed not only in the workplace but in other subjects too. These skills include:

		Analytical skills
	Digital presentation skills
	Creative thinking
	Problem solving
	Research and planning




	
OCR – Information Technology – Cambridge Nationals Level 1/Level 2 (J834)

[image: ]

	Non-exam assessment
(2x Optional Modules)
	Coursework
	50 Marks (R094) 
70 Marks (R095-99)
	60% of Technical
              Award

	Final exam (Compulsory)
	Written exam:
1 hour 30 minutes
	70 Marks (R093)
	40% of Technical
             Award




There are no previous learning requirements. 
For further information contact Mr Abbas, Head of ICT




	
(L):  Media Studies
Optional Subject

	
Full Course Title:			Creative Media Production
Examination Board			Edexcel/Pearson		603/7053/1
Qualification to be obtained: 	BTEC Tech Award 

Media Studies has continued to enjoy high standards of both academic and practical success within the school and for the forthcoming year we are pleased to introduce a new course that builds on that success and meets the needs of future learners with a range of different progress needs.


· 60% coursework (Components 1 & 2 30% each) 40% exam (Component 3)
· Course duration: 2 years


The new BTEC Technical Awards are designed to provide specialist work-related and theoretical qualifications in a range of subjects. They can give learners the knowledge, understanding and skills that they need to prepare for both employment and for progression into further education. This BTEC Technical Award applies academic, theoretical and practical skills to the real world of the creative media industries and is the ideal option for anyone who wishes to go on to study media-based specialisms at key stage 5 (A-Level, BTEC higher) or pursue a career in this field. 
Media is a long established and popular subject at Emerson Park. As a social science it is the ideal marriage of the practical and the academic, and suits the full spectrum of students at key stage 4, providing an opportunity to balance workload against continual exam preparation, whilst at the same time providing a much-needed outlet for creative and expressive work.

The BTEC Technical Award in Creative Media Production has the same weighting as any other option classed as ‘GCSE’ and will count as such on government performance tables and in points score towards further education courses at key stage 5.

Component 1 – Exploring Media Products (Coursework)
Students explore what the Media Industry is about, what it is like to work in the industry and learn the skills needed to follow a potential career in the field. Students will explore:
· moving image (TV & Film)
· publishing (Newspapers and Magazines)
· interactive (Websites, Apps and Games)

Component 2 – Developing Digital Media Production Skills (Coursework)
Students develop their academic knowledge and skills in media practices:
· experiment with production skills and techniques
· apply technical skills to make a product
· reflect on their own skills

Component 3 – Responding to a brief (Exam Unit)
Students apply everything they have learned in the coursework units to a real-life scenario.
· apply research, planning and production skills and techniques to a finalised production



For further information please contact Mrs Morris, Head of Media Studies




	
(M): Music
Optional Subject


	

Full course title:
	

Music 

	Course code:
	J536		QAN: 601/8216/7

	Examination Board:
	OCR

	Qualification to be obtained:
	GCSE (9-1)

	
General Course Information

	
This course gives the opportunity to study a wide range of musical styles and maximises the pupil’s creativity through performance and composition.  The course is made up of three components;
  
· Component 1: Integrated Portfolio    		            (30%)
· Component 2: Practical Component   		(30%)
· Component 3: Listening & Appraising 		(40%)

OCR’s GCSE in Music will provide a contemporary, accessible and creative education in Music with an integrated approach to the three main elements – performing, composing and appraising. It is recommended that students who wish to take this course can play or sing to a Grade 3 standard or more and are taking private lessons.  


	Assessment Information

	
Component 1: Integrated Portfolio (30%)

This component is designed to enable learners to develop an understanding of performance and composition through exploration of their own instrument and styles and genres of their own choosing. 
Learners should develop their playing skills and abilities through regular practice in order to be able to perform a piece musically, accurately and with appropriate interpretation. Within a composing context, learners should demonstrate knowledge of composition techniques, use of musical elements and resources, including specific instrumental and technology techniques.

Component 2: Practical Component (30%)
For performance, the focus of the assessment is on the demands of performing within an ensemble. 
For composition, learners are required to compose a piece of music in response to a brief set by OCR.

The total length of performance required in Component 1 & 2 combined is a minimum four minutes with at least one minute as part of an ensemble. Learners can perform several short pieces for either or both components. 

The total length of Composing required in Component 1 & 2 combined is a minimum of three minutes. 

Both Component 1 & 2 are assessed internally.



Component 3: Appraising (40%)

Through the investigation and in-depth study of the large variety of music, listed below, learners will further develop their knowledge and understanding of the musical elements, musical contexts and musical language. 

The Concerto Through Time 

	Outline 
	The Concerto and its development from 1650 to 1910 through: 
• the Baroque Solo Concerto 
• the Baroque Concerto Grosso 
• the Classical Concerto 
• the Romantic Concerto. 



Rhythms of the World 

	Outline 
	The traditional rhythmic roots from four geographical regions of the world: 
• India and Punjab 
• Eastern Mediterranean and Middle East 
• Africa 
• Central and South America. 



Film Music 

	Outline 
	Music used for films including: 
• music that has been composed specifically for a film 
• music from the Western Classical tradition that has been used within a film 
• music that has been composed as a soundtrack for a video game. 




Conventions of Pop 

	Outline 
	Popular music from the 1950s to the present day, focussing on: 
• Rock ‘n’ Roll of the 1950s and 1960s 
• Rock Anthems of the 1970s and 1980s 
• Pop Ballads of the 1970s, 1980s and 1990s 
• Solo Artists from 1990 to the present day. 




Component 3 will be assessed externally through a listening exam at the end of the course. The examination will be one hour and 30 minutes.

For further information please contact Mr. Milner-Pearce, Head of Music








	N: Psychology
Optional Subject


		Full course title:
	OCR GCSE PSYCHOLOGY 9-1 (J203) 

	QAN code:
	QN603/1109/5

	Examination Board:
	OCR

	Qualification to be obtained:
	GCSE (J203)




	Who should choose Psychology?
Psychology is ideal for students who want to go on to AS or A Levels and higher education. Due to the wide range of skills acquired throughout the course, the career choice that can be varied, including but not limited to: Mental Health and Healthcare, Education, Government, Social Care, Community and Charity, Human Resources, Marketing and Research. 

Course Overview: This inspiring subject content provides a balance of classic and modern psychological theory and research that’s relevant to young people today. There’s an emphasis on the importance of practical work and ‘doing psychology’, and there are research studies on the specification that can be replicated. It provides applications to the real world, increasing students’ psychological understanding. This is a specification with a focus on mental health, encouraging greater awareness in young people and therefore reducing stigma and discrimination. 

Course Content
Criminal Psychology – Different types of crime including: violent; drug related; acquisitive; sexual; and anti-social offences. Criminal behaviour as social construct. How crime is measured.
Development – Stages of development. Development of brain structures and functions. IQ tests as a measure of intelligence
Psychological Problems – Introduction to mental health. Effects of significant mental health problems on the individual and society.
Social Influence – Conformity including majority influence. Collective and crowd behaviour. Obedience including obeying the orders of authority figures.
Memory – Stages of information processing. Types of forgetting. Structure and functions of the brain in the formation of memories.
Sleep and Dreaming – Functions, features and benefits of sleep. Causes of sleep disorders. 
Research Methods – Knowledge and understanding of planning research. Different types of research methods. Carrying out own research on chosen topics.


	

		Content Overview
	Assessment Overview

	· Criminal Psychology
· Development
· Psychological Problems
· Research Methods
	Studies and applications in psychology 1 (01)
90 marks 
written paper
1 hour 30 minutes
	50%
of total
GCSE

	· Social Influence
· Memory
· Sleep and Dreaming
· Research Methods
	Studies and applications in psychology 2 (02)
90 marks 
written paper
1 hour 30 minutes
	50%
of total
GCSE




	There are no previous learning requirements. Any requirements for entry to a course based on this specification are at the discretion of schools and colleges.

For further information contact Miss Collins 






	
(O):  Sport Science
Optional subject



	
Full course title:			Physical Education
Course Code:			J587		QAN: 601/8442/5
Examination board: 			OCR
Qualification to be obtained:	GCSE (9-1)

Examinations syllabus:    Students will sit two exams which cover topics including Anatomy and Physiology, Physical Training, Psychology of Sports and Health, Fitness and Wellbeing.

Theory (60%)

Although PE is a practical subject, the GCSE Sport Science option is now an academic based subject that requires hard work and diligence in the classroom.  The new 1-9 specification is more heavily weighted towards a candidate’s examination performance and is now worth 60%.  

Practical (30%)

Initially, we look for suitable candidates to be proficient in three practical based activities with at least one of these falling into the team or individual category. The practical element of this course is now worth a maximum of 30% of a candidate’s overall grade.  

Coursework (10%)

In addition to the practical and theory elements of this course already mentioned, students will also be asked to complete their own personal ‘Action Plan’.  Combined with this training programme, students will have to sit a sporting interview that is centred around any theory element of their ‘Action Plan’.  In total, this gives candidates a combined weighting of up to 10% towards their final grade.

What else would make a student suitable for this qualification?
· Someone who is motivated in the classroom and has a good attitude towards sport.
· Someone who enjoyed the Year 9 Sport Science theory taster lessons.
· Someone who is practically competent in at least three sporting activities.
· Someone who goes beyond PE lessons and is active outside school and takes an avid interest in the extra-curricular PE at Emerson Park Academy. Over years 7-9 you should have been taking part in at least 2 extra-curricular clubs at school.
· Someone who is organised and is prepared to complete challenges.

For further information contact Mr Reynolds, Faculty Leader for PE
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R093 01 Written paper Creative iMedia in the media industry
R094 01 Moderated - Upload Visual identity and digital graphics
R094 02 Moderated - Postal Visual identity and digital graphics
R095 01 Moderated - Upload Characters and comics

R095 02 Moderated - Postal Characters and comics

R096 01 Moderated - Upload Animation with audio

R096 02 Moderated - Postal Animation with audio

R097 01 Moderated - Upload Interactive digital media

R097 02 Moderated - Postal Interactive digital media

R098 01 Moderated - Upload Visual imaging

R098 02 Moderated - Postal Visual imaging

R099 01 Moderated - Upload Digital games

R099 02 Moderated - Postal Digital games
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