Emerson Park Academy:  Year 8 Curriculum 2025-2026:  Topic Overview



	Year 8
	Autumn Term 1
	Autumn Term 2
	Spring Term 1
	Spring Term 2
	Summer Term 1
	Summer Term 2

	English
	SHAKESPEARE: COMEDY: A Midsummer Night’s Dream /Twelfth Night/Much Ado/Measure for Measure/Taming of the Shrew
(Incorporating Introduction to Shakespeare).

	THE POWER OF RHETORIC 
Spoken Language: the power of rhetoric in speeches
Booklet: Robin Williams – Dead Poets’ Society – Seize the Day / Hugh Grant’s speech in Love Actually / Charlie Chaplin’s speech in The Great Dictator / Samuel L Jackson’s speech in Coach Carter / Nelson Mandela – Let Freedom Reign
Martin Luther King – I have a dream / Emma Watson – He for She / Malala Yousafzai– The Right of Education for Every Child

	INVESTIGATING INEQUALITIES
(Paper 2 Skills)
19th century/modern non-fiction – Girls going to school/inequality in the 3rd world / Black Lives Matter/ social mobility

	TIME TRAVEL – media -  description 

Description of journeys, description of places at different times. (describe the future in 200 years time/describe a bus) 

	CHARACTER AND VOICE 
(Paper 1 Skills)
Novel : My Sister Lives on the Mantelpiece /Hate/Stone Cold/Private Peaceful/Refugee/Dear Martin/Street Cat Bob

	RELATIONSHIP POETRY: 

November – Armitage
Praise Song for My Mother – Nicholls
Your Dad Did What? – Hannah
Stealing – Duffy
About His Person - Armitage
Walking Away – Day-Lewis


	Mathematics

	Number
Area and volume
	Statistics, graphs and charts
Expressions and equations
	Real-life graphs
Decimals and ratio
	Lines and angles
	Calculating with fractions
Straight-line graphs
	Percentages, decimals and fractions

	Science
	B2.1Health and Life style

P2.1 Electricity and magnetism
	C2.1 The Periodic Table

C2.4 The Earth
	P2.2 Energy


B2.4 Inheritance

Science Week
	C2.2 Separation Techniques

C2.3 Metals and acid 

	P2.3 Motion and pressure

B2.2 Biological processes 
	B2.3 Ecosystems and adaptations 

Projection/Competition


	Computing
	Introduction to Python Programming
	Data Representation: text and numbers
Mobile App Development

	Create a Budget in Google Sheets
Research and Develop a Topic
	Developing Vector Graphics
Developing for the Web
	Foundations of AI
Large Language Models
	Turing Labs: Smart Cities
Machine Learning Using the Micro:bit 

	Cultural Studies
	Human Rights:
Developing Critical and abstract thinking skills.
	Human Rights: Developing extended writing skills, debate and discussion.
	Child Rights:
Developing analytical and critical thinking skills.
	Animal Rights:
Developing political literacy and critical thinking skills.
	Animal Rights:
Developing political literacy and critical thinking skills.
	PSHE:  Relationships and Sex Education – resilience and managing risks.

	Geography
	•EQ7 How important are rivers for humans to economically develop? 
•Cartographic skills phase 2 
assessment (EQ6)
•Sustainable development goal focus (SDG6)
	•EQ8 Is energy the most important resource for global development? 
•	Quantitative data phase 2

•Sustainable development goal focus (SDG12)
	•EQ9 Is weather still important to study?
•Graphical skills phase 2
 Lesson 9 – Environmental
•Sustainable development goal focus (SDG7)
	•EQ10 Is Emerson Park a suitable location to harness renewable energy?
•	Qualitative data phase 2 
· Lesson 10 – Social
•Sustainable development goal focus (SDG13)
	•EQ11 Are Earthquakes and volcanos a threat to all life on earth?
•Formulate enquiry and argument phase 
mark 
•Topical Lesson11 – Economic
•Sustainable development goal focus (SDG9)
	· EQ12 How important is it to be connected to the rest of the world?
•Developing a balanced debate phase 2
•Topical Lesson 18 – Environmental
•Sustainable development goal focus (SDG2)

	History
	Was the world 
more connected 
or divided in the 16th 
and 17th centuries?
In what ways can the 
power of a monarch be 
challenged, and what factors
 influenced such challenges in 
the 16th and 17th centuries?  

	Was the early modern 
period more about 
superstition or progress?
What influences and 
circumstances can lead to 
leaders being challenged in 
different countries?

	What was the 
World like in the 18th 
and 19th centuries?
How significant was the 
Industrial revolution for 
Britain’s development?

	How significant was the 
Industrial revolution for 
Britain’s development?
Did the Transatlantic Slave 
Trade end because of moral 
or economic reasons?

	Was the American Civil War 
primarily about slavery or
 something else?

	Has the 20th and 21st 
centuries achieved true 
freedom and equality?


	MFL (French)
	Holidays
Discussing holiday preferences, activities and travel.
	Active Lifestyles
Talking about sports and leisure.
	Daily Life
Talking about where I live, my routine and learning about lifestyles.
	Vive la France
A cultural and geographical study of France.
	Entertainment
Talking about TV, music, reading and cinema.
	Technology
Talking about technology for leisure and discussing its pros and cons.

	Art
	A Cultural themed project – the Green man drawing and media, materials and application – pencil, oil pastels
	A Cultural themed project – the Green man drawing and media materials and application – pencil, oil pastels
	Cultural themed project – a history of the African / Aztecs
media, materials and application: sculptural techniques of construction / assemblage. 
	Cultural themed project – a history of the African / Aztecs
media, materials and application: sculptural techniques of construction / assemblage.
	A Cultural themed painting project – a history of Aboriginal Art. 
Media, materials and application: Symbols / painting techniques 

	A Cultural themed painting project – a history of Aboriginal Art.
Media, materials and application: Symbols / painting techniques 


	Technology:, Textiles, Timbers and Graphics taught in rotation across the academic year.
	Fridge Magnet. Research, design, make and evaluate a graphics fridge magnet.

	Fridge Magnet. Research, design, make and evaluate a graphics fridge magnet.

	Textiles: Monster.
Research, design,
make and evaluate
a fabric soft toy.
	Textiles: Monster.
Research, design,
make and evaluate
a fabric soft toy.
	Timbers: Frog.
Research, design,
make and evaluate
a wooden frog.
	Timbers: Frog.
Research, design,
make and evaluate
a wooden frog.

	Music
	Hooks and Riffs

Space Music (Bandlab)
	Reggae

Music and Advertising (Soundtrap)
	Variations

Hooks and Riffs (Bandlab)
	Jazz and the Blues

Music for a Special Occasion (Band Lab)
	All About the Bass

12 Bar Blues Composition (Band Lab)
	Saharan Sounds

Video Game Music (Band Lab)

	Physical Education (Boys)
	Rugby
Badminton
	Hockey
Fitness
	Football 
Table Tennis
	Basketball
Handball
	Athletics
Cricket
	Athletics
Softball

	Physical Education (Girls)
	Hockey 
Gymnastics
	Netball 
Fitness
	Basketball
Handball
	Football
Dance
	Athletics
Badminton/Rounders
	Athletics
Badminton/Rounders






